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Always ask: 
“What is there for 
me to learn in this, 
God? What are You 

teaching me?”

Quotable

— Charles R. Swindoll

LET’S BEGIN HERE

All of us would agree — life is difficult. Without warning, heartbreaking 
moments and tragic events cut our legs out from under us and drop us on our 
faces. Caught by surprise, we wonder if our anguish is truly unbearable. It’s 
bad enough when such pain comes as the result of our wrongdoing — when 
we suffer the awful consequences of our own disobedience. However, little 
compares to the pain we’re called upon to endure when we don’t deserve it. 
Picture someone who walks in integrity, loves God, and treats others with 
kindness and grace and mercy . . . and then, suddenly, loses everything. How 
could this happen? And could it happen to you? Who knows? The experience 
may be just around the corner. 

Are you ready?

LET’S DIG DEEPER

1. Let’s Learn about Job’s Tragic Losses ( Job 1:1 – 3, 6 – 19; 2:1 – 9)
The man slipped onto the scene of Scripture inconspicuously: “There was a 
man in the land of Uz whose name was Job” ( Job 1:1 NASB). For the first five 
verses of Job chapter 1, we learn about Job’s character, his faith, his family, and 
his wealth. Job had at least 11,000 head of livestock, many servants, a loving 
wife, and ten adult children for whom Job prayed continually. Job was the kind 
of man we all would have loved to have as a neighbor, a father, or a friend. But 
two seemingly innocuous words changed everything: “One day” (1:6). With 
these words the biblical scene switched from earth to the heavenly throne 
room as the angels and Satan came and stood before God. After God and 
Satan discussed Job’s integrity, God gave Satan permission to take away Job’s 
children and belongings (1:12) and even Job’s health (2:4 – 6). In what seemed 
like the blink of the eye, Job lost everything!

WHAT IF . . . ?
What If You Suddenly Lose Everything?

Job 1:1 – 3, 6 – 11, 20 – 21; 2:1 – 6, 8 – 10; James 4:13 – 16



Original outline copyright © 2013 and Message Mate copyright © 2015 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc.  
All rights are reserved worldwide. Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application

MM02

www.insight.org | www.insightworld.org

WHAT IF . . . ?
What If You Suddenly Lose Everything?

Job 1:1 – 3, 6 – 11, 20 – 21; 2:1 – 6, 8 – 10; James 4:13 – 16

Continued on next page

2. Let’s Observe How Job Responded (Job 1:20–22; 2:10)
When calamity struck, Job experienced profound grief. He didn’t deny his pain but freely expressed his 
sorrow before the Lord. Then Job fell to the ground in heartfelt worship. Job didn’t blame God or develop 
bitterness against Him but accepted God’s sovereign plan (Job 1:20–22). And when Job’s wife told him to 
curse God and die, Job rebuked her. In the midst of sudden loss and extreme emotional and physical pain, 
Job maintained his discernment, stayed rooted in his theology, and submitted himself to the Lord who alone 
determines the courses of our lives (2:10).

A CLOSER LOOK 
Satan Around Every Corner?

Lots of Christians look for Satan behind every bush. Wake up in a sour mood? Must be Satan. Argue 
with a family member? Satan strikes again. Bad weather wreaks havoc on the commute? Who else could 
be working in that? No one but Satan! 

Those who see Satan in all of life’s negatives often point to Job 2 as evidence: the Lord used Satan to 
test Job; therefore, all the negatives that happen in our lives are also the work of Satan. However, that 
conclusion doesn’t follow the evidence. Satan certainly did afflict Job, but there’s nothing in the Bible 
to suggest that all suffering is a result of similar testing. Satan brought about Job’s suffering, but that 
doesn’t mean we should see the Devil behind every negative in our own lives. There are at least four 
causes of our suffering.

• Satan: Job 1 – 2 is the classic passage explicating Satan’s role in human suffering, as he pled 
with God for the opportunity bring pain to Job. But Satan’s rare appearances in Scripture give 
way to other, more significant causes of human suffering . . .

• Personal Sin: Much of what befalls us we bring upon ourselves through our own sin or 
weakness. King Saul lived much of his reign in anguish after his disobedience left him outside 
of God’s plans for the future (1 Samuel 15:24 – 28).
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• The Sins of Others: We often suffer the consequences of someone else’s sin. Daniel was exiled 
to Babylon not because of something he did, but because the sins of his forefathers led God to 
decide that exile was in order.

• A Broken World: Finally, many things happen in this world as a result of the brokenness that 
comes with the presence of sin. All is not as it should be. Hurricanes wreak destruction. Fires 
decimate homes. Sin has broken our world.

So where does your suffering come from? The Bible offers no evidence that Job ever knew about Satan’s 
role in his ill health or the death of his children, servants, and livestock. Suggesting as much in our own 
lives is probably taking it a step too far. Rather, our suffering should prompt us to correct wickedness in 
our own lives, forgive those who have sinned against us, and reach out to God for comfort and guidance 
as we seek to persevere in the righteousness to which He has called us.

LET’S LIVE IT

In this study we have learned four lessons from Job that will help prepare us for tomorrow:

• The Truth: Everything starts with what kind of people we are — our character. We can’t quickly prepare 
for sudden loss. We must spend time daily cultivating our dependence on God, developing solid 
theology, living in obedience to God’s Word, and learning how to handle periodic tests from the Lord. 

• The Future: Let’s begin to believe the words of James 4:13 – 16, which remind us that we have no idea 
what tomorrow holds. But we do know the God who holds our future. And in that knowledge, we 
can rest.

• The Warning: Just as Job’s wife gave him bad advice, when tragedy strikes, some people will give us 
poor counsel — about God, about the reason for our trials, and about what we should do next. But 
as we stay rooted in sound theology and spend intimate time with the Lord, He will enable us to 
recognize bad counsel.

• The Response: When the unthinkable happens, let’s remember Job’s response. Job freely grieved his 
losses — he allowed his tears to flow. He didn’t throw a pity party and invite everyone he knew. Job 
accepted the fact that God was in control, even though Job didn’t understand God’s plan.

How will you respond when tragedy strikes? Will you blame God and become bitter, or will you grieve 
your loss and worship God for His sovereignty in your life?
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Tools for Digging Deeper

For related resources, please call USA 1-800-772-8888 • AUSTRALIA +61 3 9762 6613 • CANADA 1-800-663-7639 • UK +44 1306 640156

Why, God? Calming 
Words for Chaotic Times

by Charles R. Swindoll
hardcover book

What If . . . ?
by Insight for Living Ministries

softcover Bible Companion

What If . . . ?
by Charles R. Swindoll and 
Insight for Living Ministries
Classic CD series and softcover 

Bible Companion


