
Original outline copyright © 2008 and Message Mate copyright © 2016 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc.  
All rights are reserved worldwide. Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application

MM11

www.insight.org | www.insightworld.org

God sometimes 
communicates to us 
through unidentified 
inner promptings —

but never in 
contradiction to  

His Word.

Quotable

— Charles R. Swindoll

LET’S BEGIN HERE

God often gets blamed for things He didn’t do. But more times than not, He 
doesn’t get credit for the things He does accomplish. So much of what God 
does in our lives is not carried out with fanfare — blowing trumpets and 
exploding fireworks — but in subtle, unheralded ways. All of us who follow 
Christ have sensed God’s working, even if we couldn’t put our finger on exactly 
what He was doing. But how do we recognize it? This spiritual sense comes 
from the Holy Spirit who indwells every believer and who gives believers inner 
promptings to participate in God’s activities in our lives.

LET’S DIG DEEPER

1. Never Forget: We Are “Fearfully and Wonderfully Made” 
(Genesis 1:26 – 27; 5:1 – 3; Psalm 139) 

God made us in His own image, including the secret and spiritual chambers of 
our souls in which we sense the Holy Spirit’s inner promptings.

2. Biblical Examples: Those Inner Promptings — Then and Now (Selected 
Scriptures)

The Holy Spirit:

• Gives us hope in extreme loneliness and desperation (1 Kings 19:9 – 12)

• Brings calm determination in times of threatening fears (Acts 20:22 – 24)

• Prompts inner peace when we’re in potential or present danger (Acts 27)

• Gives grace during great sorrow and grief (2 Corinthians 12:7 – 10)
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GETTING TO THE ROOT 
God’s Still, Small Voice

The King James Version of the Bible translates the Hebrew phrase qol demamah daqqah as “a still small 
voice.” The New International Version renders it as “a gentle whisper.” Did God speak audibly to Elijah 
in 1 Kings 19:12 as He did in verses 11 and 13, or was this an unidentified inner prompting?

Depending on the context in which it is used, qol can mean “voice,” “sound,” or “noise.” Demamah is only 
used in two other places in the Bible, Job 4:16 and Psalm 107:29, and can be translated as “stillness” or 
“calm,” as well as “silence” and “whisper.” Daqqah refers to something that has been made small, perhaps 
“thin” or “fine.”1 Literally, we could translate this phrase as a “thin, calm [silent] sound,” indicating that 
it was different from the audible voice of God in verses 11 and 13. One commentator interpreted the 
phrase as “the soft voice of God speaking to the conscience, illuminating the mind and stirring resolve.”2

LET’S LIVE IT

We should remember two practical suggestions and wise guidelines when dealing with unidentified 
inner promptings. 

• When we’re not sure it’s from the Spirit — back off. 
• When we’re confident it’s from the Lord — stand strong.

Theologian Vigen Guroian wrote, “The breath of God reaches into even the smallest and most remote garden 
and human heart and infuses life.”3 Made alive by Christ, our spirits can discern the instigations of the Spirit, 
if we walk in intimacy with Him and we listen with biblical ears. Only then can we “hear” the thin, silent 
sounds of the Spirit — those unidentified inner promptings that bring unparalleled peace and fulfillment to 
our lives.
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ENDNOTES
1. See Gene Rice, Nations Under God: A Commentary on the Book of 1 Kings (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990), 160.

2.  Donald J. Wiseman, 1 and 2 Kings: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, Ill.; Leicester, 
England: InterVarsity, 1993), 173. 

3.  Vigen Guroian, “Inheriting Paradise,” in Books and Culture: A Christian Review, July 1, 1999, http://www.christianitytoday.com/bc/1999/
julaug/9b4015.html, accessed April 1, 2009.
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Do you pray that God will teach you when you open the Bible? According to John 16:13 – 14, who is our 
Bible teacher?
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