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LET’S BEGIN HERE

Our earthly lives revolve around the people we love and the things we enjoy: 
spouses, children, friends, home, work, treasured possessions . . . even our 
hopes and dreams. These people, places, and things form the piers and beams 
of our daily existence, creating structure, comfort, and security. Remove one, 
and we experience an earthquake that shakes the framework of our lives. 
In spite of the trauma this can cause, someday the Lord may step into our 
contented, predictable lives and say, “Let go!” As we’ll discover in this message, 
that day came for Abraham . . . and then some.

LET’S DIG DEEPER

1. What We Find Difficult to “Let Go” 
Clinging and clutching are two tough habits to break. In fact, there are at least 
four main categories for which “letting go” is especially difficult. 

•	 First,	possessions:	the	tangible,	valuable	things	in	life	

•	 Second,	our	occupation:	our	work,	calling,	or	profession

•	 Third,	our	dreams:	our	hopes	or	long-awaited	desires

•	 Fourth,	people:	a	parent,	spouse,	child,	or	friend

2. When God Told Abraham, “Let Go!” 
As we open the journal of Abraham’s journey to Genesis 22, we join that man 
of God on a march into the void of ultimate personal sacrifice in trust and 
obedience to the one, true God. By learning from Abraham’s experience, we 
can be better prepared to respond when God speaks those two words nobody 
likes to hear: “Let go.” 

•	 God’s	Command	(Genesis	22:1	–	2)	
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Quotable

When you  

release something  

to God, He  

often replaces  

it with  

something even  

more valuable.

— Charles R. Swindoll
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•	 Abraham’s	Response	(Genesis	22:3	–	10)

•	 Heaven’s	Provision	(22:11	–	14)	

A cLoSER Look 
Did God Deceive Abraham?

When we look closely at God’s words to Abraham, we see a very simple, seemingly straightforward 
command:	offer	Isaac	as	a	burnt	offering	(Genesis	22:2).	As	readers	of	this	narrative,	however,	we	are	
told	up	front	that	this	command	was	a	test	(22:1).	But	at	the	time,	Abraham	didn’t	know	this.	From	our	
vantage	point,	we	know	that	God	had	something	up	His	sleeve,	so	to	speak.	He	had	always	intended	to	
provide	a	substitute	(22:12	–13).	Yet	neither	Abraham	nor	Isaac	knew	any	of	this	for	sure.	All	he	had	to	
go on was a command, not an explanation. 

As readers, we aren’t surprised when we get to the end of the story. We know that when God said “Offer 
Isaac	as	a	burnt	offering,”	He	intended	all	along	to	provide	a	substitute — a stand-in sacrifice	that	He	would	
accept	as	payment	in	full.	From	this	story	on,	the	principle	of	offering	a	firstborn	child	to	God	and	
his being “redeemed” through the offering of an animal substitute runs throughout the Old Testament 
(Exodus	13:13,	15).	Though	God	really	and	truly	demanded	the	life	of	the	firstborn,	in	His	gracious	
economy	of	substitution,	He	mercifully	accepted	a	stand-in.

As believers, we don’t have to think long before we see parallels between the offering of Isaac by means 
of a substitute and the substitutional sacrifice of Jesus Christ, that took place centuries later in the same 
region	of	Moriah.	Some	have	even	speculated	that	the	mount	on	which	Isaac	was	offered	was	the	 
same	one	on	which	Jesus	Himself	gave	His	life	as	a	substitute	for	us	.	.	.	or	the	same	hill	on	which	the	
temple was built, where the sacrifices offered anticipated and pointed to the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus. 
In	any	case,	God’s	provision	of	the	ram	in	place	of	Isaac	illustrates	His	later	provision	of	Jesus,	the	
Lamb	of	God	who	willingly	sacrificed	Himself	for	our	sins	—	the	just	for	the	unjust,	to	bring	us	into	a	
relationship with God.
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LET’S LIvE IT

Based on Abraham’s pivotal experience of radical faith and obedience, we learn several principles about 
letting go. 

•	 What	you	cling	to	is	usually	what	God	asks	you	to	release	to	Him.	

•	 What	you	release,	God	often	replaces	with	something	even	more	valuable.	

•	 When	God	replaces,	He	also	rewards.	

God asks us to offer not only our personal treasures but our entire lives to Him. After reflecting on 
the following passages, write a statement that summarizes what these Scriptures taken together teach 
about what God expects from you and what rewards He promises to those who obey: 

Deuteronomy 6:5 Matthew 6:24 Matthew 10:37

Mark 10:29 – 31 Romans 12:1 – 2 Philippians 2:3 – 11
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