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LET’S BEGIN HERE

The deep depravity of our culture constantly threatens to sweep us away into 
gross indecency and shameless immorality. All around us, lives are being 
shattered, families ripped apart, and whole communities destroyed. We tend to 
think this is a modern malady, that depravity has recently blown in and begun 
its relentless deluge. 

Wrong. 

The account of Lot’s dysfunctional family affair that we’ll study in this lesson 
teaches us that the tragic effects of sin have been with us since the beginning. 
This embarrassing scene in Genesis 19 reminds us of just how deeply an 
immoral culture can affect our sense of right and wrong. This story warns us 
against becoming indifferent and irresponsible in the wicked world we live in, 
prompting us to remember our weaknesses and God’s unwavering standard 
and to reflect on how we can overcome depravity’s dangerous undertow.

LET’S DIG DEEPER

1. Signs of a Deteriorating Family 
From the dawn of humanity, the family has experienced some of the most 
shocking aftershocks of the fall. From Adam and Eve’s shame, discord, and 
conflict (Genesis 3:7, 12, 16) to Cain’s cold-blooded murder (4:8) . . . from 
worldwide debauchery in which only a remnant of faithful could be found 
(6:1 – 5, 8) to contamination in Noah’s own family (9:20 – 27) — Genesis 
reminds us that the fall has especially marred the family.

2. A Cold Case: Lot’s Pathetic Family 

•	 Historical	Situation	(Genesis	19:30)
	 Lot	and	his	family	had	soaked	up	the	compromising	culture	of	Sodom	

and Gomorrah. They fit right in, and when urged to escape, they dug in 
their heels. 
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Quotable

If we aren’t  

actively paddling 

against the  

current of our 

culture, we’re 

passively being 

swept away by it.

— Charles R. Swindoll
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•	 Moral	Indecency	(Genesis	19:31	–	35)	
 Four things contributed to the wicked scheme of Lot’s daughters: 

 1. Absence of divine perspective 

 2. Presence of carnal imagination 

 3. Breakdown of parental authority 

 4. Build-up of immoral toughness 

•	 Personal	Consequences	(19:36	–	38)
	 The	consequences	of	the	daughters’	incest	echoed	through	the	centuries.	The	Moabites	and	the	

Ammonites	both	became	stumbling	blocks	in	Israel’s	path	(Numbers	21:24;	Deuteronomy	23:6;	
Judges 3:13).

GETTING To THE RooT 
Lot’s Children of Shame

The	sons	born	to	Lot’s	daughters	were	given	two	names	that	reveal	the	depth	of	their	depravity.	In	
Hebrew,	the	name	Moab	appears	to	be	a	play	on	the	Hebrew	term	for	“from	father,”	marking	the	child	
forever as a son of incest and suggesting that Lot’s daughter proudly bore the child through her father. 
The	name	Ben-ammi	means	“son	of	my	people,”	possibly	memorializing	the	people	of	Lot’s	daughter’s	
upbringing:	the	Sodomites.	The	son	was	conceived	in	a	way	that	would	have	been	celebrated	by	that	
depraved culture. The daughters of Lot had become so degenerate that they not only had no regret or 
remorse	for	their	incest;	they	actually	gave	their	children	names	that	commemorated	it!
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LET’S LIvE IT

Though we can’t remove ourselves completely from all the currents of this world that threaten to wash us out 
to sea, we can help our families stand firm when faced with its dangerous undertow. Let’s prayerfully ponder 
the following suggestions.

1.	 Realize	that	no	one	is	immune	to	the	dangers.

2.	 Stay	alert	to	subtle	hints.

3.	 Declare	and	model	your	standards	repeatedly.

4. Guard against indifference.

Where have you seen your own standards diminish, even slightly, over the last few years? In what 
activities do you participate or what things do you permit in your home that you would never have 
allowed before? 

Take time to think through how you can actively work against these influences rather than passively 
accept them. Spend time discussing this with your spouse, your children, or those you lead or mentor. 
Summarize your plan of action here:

To stand against depravity’s dangerous undertow that threatens me, my family, and my culture, I will . . . 
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